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2016: We Need You 



Investments in Public Transit 

 Every $1 invested = $4 in economic returns. 

 

 Every $1b. = 50,000+ jobs supported/created. 

 

 Every $10 m. = $30m. increased business sales. 

 

 Home values = 42 % better on average if 

located near public transportation, with high-

frequency service. 

  



 

 

 

 

  

Source: New York Public Transit Association 



Nationwide Transit:  

$61 billion industry, 400k jobs 

Source:  

“Built in New York: The Economic Impact of 

MTA Capital Program Investment on New York 

State”, MTA, 2011 





Smart Revenues are… 

 

 

 Recurrent 

Dedicated 

Mix of Sources 

 Progressive, not Regressive 

 Sustainable 

 

  



Fed $: Only 2% to Transpo 

 

 Upcoming Highway bill 
 Another short-term extension next week 

 10 years since a bill longer than 2-years 

 Hope for a 6-year bill, but only 3 years 
funded 

 

 Unfortunately… 
 Essentially flat funding 

 Cuts New Starts  

By $135 million in FY 2016 

And now requires higher match: 50% 

  



Funding Woes for Non-MTA Transit 

NYS provides a 10% match to fed $.  

 

  But…   

 

 Unlike MTA, NFTA sources of revenue not diverse 

 No dedicated state capital dollars 

 Never had a 5-year capital plan 

 State appropriates $ for capital, but rarely disperses it 

 Expected capital funding: covers 43% of needs 

 NFTA Fares: cover 28% operating costs 

 

  



 

An Opportunity for Upstate? 

 
 

That MTA Deal:  $26.1 billion for 2015-2019 

    with historic level of NYC contribution 
 

  

Devil in the Details: 

 
Where will the funds come from? 

What will $700m cuts be?  

Will all raids of dedicated transit $ end? 

 

And… 
 

  



What about Upstate Transit? 



NYPTA’s 5-year Capital Plan: 

$1Billion 

 

 

• Transit is a good thing: 

  -for the economy 

  -for the public 

  -for the environment 

 

 

  



With: $577 Million Gap 

 

 

 

 

  



NFTA 

 

 21% of the fleet is beyond its useful life 

 

 8% increase in average vehicle miles 

between service interruptions  

 

 30-year old light rail w/ critical needs 

 



$200m+ Capital for NFTA alone 

 

 

 Replace 150 buses 

 Transit Center & Bus Stop Improvements 

 Light Rail 

Rebuild escalators 

 Track work & station repairs 

Subway ventilation 

 Replace and upgrade fare collection 

 



 

• Can’t raise the sales tax 

(maxed at 8.75%), but 

perhaps a bigger slice of 

Sales Tax Pie? 

 

Other, Local Funding Options 





Other Local Options 

 

 Partnerships (University of Buffalo) 

 Regional Economic Development Council/Buffalo Billion  

 Business Improvement Districts 

 IDAs 

 Value Capture/ 

 Tax Increment Financing 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  

Source: Transportation 4 America 



Source: Transportation 4 America 

 



Comments Welcome! 

 

 

Nadine Lemmon 

Tri-State Transportation Campaign/ 

NYS Transportation Equity Alliance (NYSTEA) 

 

 

(917) 767-7698 

nadine@tstc.org 

www.tstc.org  

 

 


