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The Case We Need to Make 

 
 

• Transit is a good thing: 
  -for the economy 
  -for the public 
  -for the environment 

 
 

  



Key Fact 

 
• Not everyone sees transit as an inherent public good 
 
• Making the case will be  
about using the right tools  
to change the debate 
 
 

 



Exhibit A  
 

 
 

 “Transit should pay for itself” 
 
 

--Executive Director of a key policy think tank  
on the right coast of NY 



 
• Quantify Economic Impacts 
 
• Rethink Silo Budgeting   
 
• Address Customer Choice 

Tools to Make the Case 



 
1) Impact of Transit Capital Plans 

 

2) Impact of Inconvenient 
Commutes 

 
3) Impact of New Mobility Trends 

 

4) Impact on Local Economy 

 
 

Quantify Economic Impacts of Transit 



Impact of Capital Plans 

Source:  
“Built in New York: The Economic Impact 
of MTA Capital Program Investment on 
New York State”, MTA, 2011 

We Need Your Help:  

Calculate the Impact of the  

NFTA’s Capital Plan 





Impact of Inconvenient Commutes 

Source: “Where the Jobs Are: Employer Access to Labor by 
Transit”, Brookings, 2012 



Source: http://htaindex.cnt.org 



Impact of Inconvenient Commutes 

Source: TSTC Analysis, 2013 



Impact of New Mobility Trends 



Impact on Local Economy 
 
1)  Developers are attracted to transit areas.  

2)  Properties near train stops sell for 20 to 25 percent more than 
comparable properties farther away. 

3)  Business revenues and profits can be up to three times that of 
public sector investments (e.g., a $10-million investment results in 
a $30-million gain in sales). 

4)  Local and state tax revenues can increase 4 to 16 percent thanks 
to income and employment generated by transit investments. 

5)  Transit impacts spending & purchasing power of residents. 
 
Source: 

http://transportation.nationaljournal.com/2012/12/transit-to-jobs-equals-economy.php 



Lock that Box! 
 

Taxes and fees dedicated to 
transit are for transit.  
 
That's what "dedicated" means.   
 
Period.  
 
 

Rethink Silo Budgeting 







$0  

$20,000,000  

$40,000,000  

$60,000,000  

$80,000,000  

$100,000,000  

$120,000,000  

$140,000,000  

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Niagara Frontier, Expenses and Revenues, 
2000-2009 

Expenses 

Revenues 

Source: TSTC Analysis, 2012 



Address Consumer Choice 
“You could spend billions of dollars expanding 
the light rail system in Buffalo and build 
something completely state-of-the-art — but 
because Buffalo already offers extremely short 
commute times (because of its population loss), it 
would be a waste of resources and nobody 
would use it.”  

            --Nate Silver, New York Times 
 



Erie

Niagara

Public Transit Users by Census Tract
Buffalo -- Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA) Bus Service Area

[_

Buffalo

Sources:
NYS Dept. of Transportation
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation
American Community Survey 2005-2009, Census Bureau

Prepared by Sabrina Terry on behalf of
AARP, Tri-State Transportation Campaign, and New York State Transportation Equity Alliance

November, 2011
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Light Rail Vs. BRT? 

 



Getting the Money 



Counter Arguments Welcome! 

 
 
Nadine Lemmon 
Tri-State Transportation Campaign/ 
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